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A TIME OF CHANGE!  
THE SEASONS OF LIFE 

 
 

Change can be difficult even for the most robust among us. 
There is something secure and safe when things stay the 
same. Most of us don’t like change and the older we get 
the less we like life’s changes. We didn’t like the changes 
of 2020 with the Covid-19 pandemic. Nothing about it was 
comfortable. We didn’t like the political changes we saw 
happening in our nation throughout the year. Many of you 
are uncomfortable with the outcome of the election and 
the presidential change. But in all these changes we can 
choose to see good things happening or choose to become 
bitter and grumble about things we cannot change. Let me 
suggest a few facts about change.   
 
CHANGE IS NORMAL.  Solomon observed that there is a 
time and purpose for everything under heaven.  
 
     To every thing there is a season, and a time to every 

purpose under the heaven:  A time to be born, and a 
time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that 
which is planted;  A time to kill, and a time to heal; a 
time to break down, and a time to build up;  A time to 
weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time 
to dance;  A time to cast away stones, and a time to 
gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time 
to refrain from embracing;  A time to get, and a time to 
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lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away;  A time to rend, and a time to sew; a 
time to keep silence, and a time to speak;  A time to love, and a time to hate; a 
time of war, and a time of peace. (Ecclesiastes 3:1-8)  

 
CHANGE IS NECESSARY. Change is not a bad thing.  You change the oil in your car 
because it is time to do so for the good of the engine.  You change your clothes 
because they are soiled, worn out, or out of style. Plants grow, flower, seed and wilt 
so new ones can be planted. Forests burn so that new ones can be rejuvenated from 
their ashes. All mortal life as we know it has a beginning and ending.  Things change!   
 
All life is filled with constant change. ONLY GOD CHANGES NOT!  He alone in this life 
is changeless.  Even though all around us fades yet we know that... 
 

"ALL THINGS (all changes) work together for good to them that 
love God, to those that are called according to his purpose."  (Romans 8:28) 

 
CHANGE IS GOOD.  Change brings new, fresh vigor, vision and ultimate victory.   True, 
change also brings RISK -- the risk of failure, the risk of taking a wrong turn, and the 
risk of making a mistake.  Change always brings choices. We choose to be positive in 
our attitudes or to succumb to fatalism, negativism, or discouragement.  
 

"Forgetting the things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are ahead...(let us) press toward the mark for the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus...(let us therefore) as many as 
want to be perfect (that is, all that God wants us to be) be thus 
minded." (Philippians 3:14-15) 

 
CHANGE IS HEALTHY. It is often good for us, though it is sometimes painful.  Birth is 
good, but it is accompanied by pain.  Change stretches our spiritual muscles. It makes 
us pull together.  It forces us to lean hard upon the Lord. It makes us get out of beds 
of ease and reach out to things that are ahead.  Ahead is change.  Ahead is the prize. 
All change brings a certain amount of stress to our lives because change stretches us. 
Stretching is good for us.  Just like exercising unused muscles causes us to feel sore so 
the stress and stretching of change can make us uncomfortable – for a while.  A wise 
man once said,” If you always do what you’ve always done, you’ll always get what 
you always got.”  Change forces us out of ruts to do things differently so that 
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something new and fresh can happen.  
 
CHANGE IS INEVITABLE.  Seasons change because the earth tilts 23.5 degrees on its 
axis as it orbits the sun. The seasons change because the earth is either titling toward 
or away from the sun. Most of us don’t get mad about the seasons, we just learn to 
enjoy them (until we retire and move to Florida).  
 
Seasons are wonderful times of change. Summer is the lovely time of warm weather 
and crops growing in the fields. Fall is the time for cooler weather and the bringing in 
of the harvests culminating with Thanksgiving.  Winter for us often begins shortly after 
Thanksgiving with snow and cold weather that endures until late March when crocuses 
make their first peek from beneath the frosty earth. Spring brings warmer 
temperatures and the earth begins to come to life with buds and flowers.  Seasons are 
great, each with its own particular flavor.  God is the author of these deliberate 
changes on earth. So, too, He orchestrates all of life’s changes to keep life interesting.  
 
CHANGE FOR ALL OF US.  For us a big change comes with our decision to follow the 
Lord’s invitation to enter into fellowship with you as pastor of the Ebenezer 
Presbyterian Church for the next five years.  That is a big change for us as it will be for 
all of you. Many things will be new and different for us as I am sure it will be for you as 
well.   
 
When it is all said and done our hope and prayer is for a new season of ministry in 
preaching and shepherding here will be successful. We hope that one day when we 
look back on these days we will see that they were indeed good for all of us.  
 
Let us remember that GOD IS THE AUTHOR OF CHANGE, though He Himself never 
changes. His love never fails, His mercies never fail, great is His faithfulness.     
 

“Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: Because of the LORD's 
great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are 
new every morning; great is your faithfulness. I say to myself, "The LORD 
is my portion; therefore I will wait for him.  The LORD is good to those 
whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him; it is good to wait quietly 
for the salvation of the LORD.”   (Lamentations 3:21-26)   
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God does not change.  God does not abandon us in life's changes. He is shaping us.  
The Changeless One changes us from glory to glory, and from faith to faith.  We are 
His precious jewels. He is refining, cutting, and polishing us.  A gemstone is just a 
rock until it passes through the changes wrought by the Master's hand.   Always 
remember you are His church. We are His jewels to shape as He sees fit.  
 
Habakkuk was a contemporary of Jeremiah.  He wrote a book of his own 
lamentation about the changes that were about to happen in Judah.  God had 
announced his judgment on the nation for its sin.  Habakkuk struggled with why the 
righteous minority had to suffer because of the sins of the majority. In the end he 
resolved to keep his eyes fixed on the Lord, not on the king or the changes to the 
kingdom. He wrote  
 

“I heard and my heart pounded, my lips quivered at the sound; decay 
crept into my bones, and my legs trembled. Yet I will wait patiently for 
the day of calamity to come on the nation invading us. Though the fig 
tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the 
olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no 
sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the 
LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior. The Sovereign LORD is my 
strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to 
go on the heights.”  (Habakkuk 3:16-19)  

 
Praying for you, with you, and over you all, 
 
Pastor Dick  
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Clerk’s Corner—There was no Session meeting in January due to 

COVID-19.  Next Session meeting is on February 8 at 1:00pm. 

God’s love for you, 
is intense . . . 

it is everlasting 
it is immense. 

For each soul, 
He does cherish 

He would have . . . 
not one to perish. 

God’s love for you, 
is unconditional . . . 

it is by design 
divinely integral. 

For in the womb, 
He knew your frame 
and in His book . . . 

He wrote your name. 

God’s love for you, 
is fiercely extreme . . . 

for your very soul 
Jesus came to redeem!   

Deborah Ann Belka 

Jeremiah 31:3 

The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee 
with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee. 

 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+31%3A3&version=KJV
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Upcoming Events 

Joys and Concerns 

• Tom Clyde, Penny Coulson, Helen Hicks, Will Hoffman, Shirley Jenkins, Evelyn’s 
husband, David, Artie Minor, Lee McCoy, Willard Morse, Denny Root,  Lisa Staph.   
Remember our shut-in: Eleanor Sigut 

LOVE IN ACTION  by Cathy Donaldson 
 
While shopping a while ago, I found a necklace in silver. It was a cross with a heart 
hanging over the upper part of the Cross. It stopped me in my tracks. I felt as if the 
Lord was showing me the true meaning of love. I still regret not buying it that day 
despite the price tag.  
 
John 3: 15-16: “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man 
must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in Him may have eternal life. For God 
so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him 
shall not perish but have eternal life.” 
 
Jesus did not count it beneath Him to endure the cross for His friends. He made a 
way for us to be adopted into the family of God. He made for us a way to spend 
eternity in His love and in His presence. It became our inheritance, our portion in 
Him.  
 
I am still in awe of that necklace. I still feel in awe of the message the Lord sent 
through His Son. His love in action gives us hope in the midst of daily strife. He gives 
us a promise that at the end of our earthly sojourn, we will stand in His presence. If 
we have given our heart to the One Who loves us and confess our failures and sins, 
we are assured a home in heaven and a place in Our Savior’s heart.  

 February 7:  Worship services resume in the Sanctuary!  Welcome Back!   
Communion and Installation of Officers. 
 

 February 21:  Annual Congregational Meeting 
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Sundays 

 

11:00 AM Worship Service 

 

Rev. Dick LaFountain 
 

 

CONTACT US 

 

Email: ebenezerpresbyterianchurchGC@gmail.com 

Web: www.ebenezerpresbyterianchurchGC.com 

Facebook:  Ebenezer Presbyterian Church GC 

Pastor Email: ebenezerpastorGC@gmail.com 
 

Phone: 814-786-7411 

Ebenezer Presbyterian Church 
2426 Scrubgrass Rd 
Grove City PA  16127 

We support the Grove City Food Bank 

& Helping Hands Food Donations.  

For February (we alternate the 

recipient each month):  Mustard, 

ketchup, regular & light pancake syrup, 

pancake mix, BBQ sauce, cereal, salt & 

pepper, sugar-free items like Jello, 

pudding fruit, sugar substitute, etc., bar 

soap, laundry soap 


