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Thoughts from Pastor Mauri 

 Summer is almost over and with it, vacations and lots of 
time to relax. The danger, though, with this time of year, is 
that there’s a tendency to lose Jesus. If you recall, on a trip 
to Jerusalem, Mary and Joseph lost their son, but 
eventually found Him at the temple after they returned 
there (Luke 2: 41-50). 
 
We might have found ourselves drifting spiritually and 
entered into a period where all that seemed rich, 
wonderful, and glorious faded away, and we found 
ourselves wondering if what we had experienced before 
was real at all. 
 
What can be done if this has happened to you? You can go 
back to where you lost Jesus. That’s what His parents did. 
They went back to Jerusalem to seek Him out. That is 
where they had seen Him last. So that is where they went. 
 
Where is it that you lost the presence of Christ? James 
Montgomery Boice suggests several possibilities. “First, it 
may be that you lost Him in your prayer life. You once were 
fervent and faithful in prayer, yet as the days went by and 
the pressures of life closed in, those times got shorter, and 
when you did pray, your mind was not entirely on what you 
were saying. Eventually it seemed as if Jesus was no longer 
there. If that is where you lost Him, You must go back and 
reestablish those times of prayer. You must cry out for 
Him.” 
 
“Perhaps you lost Jesus at the point of some sin. You know 
that fork in the road where Jesus was going ahead 
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of you in one direction and sin was 
beckoning from another. You thought you 
would go down the other fork for a while 
and return. But you never did go back. Sin 
captured you. If that is the case, you must 
go back to that sin, confess and relinquish 
it, and then turn again and go in God’s 
way. 
 
“Maybe you have lost Jesus at the point of 
your study of the Scriptures. You know that 
it is through the Word of God that 
Christians grow. It is by Bible study that a 
Christian resists temptations. But you 
began to neglect Bible study until now you 
can hardly remember the last time you sat 
down and studied the Bible seriously. If so, 
you need to get back to serious Bible 

study, search out the mind of God, and 
when you have found it, conform your life 
to that teaching.” 
 
Now that September is upon us, let me 
encourage you as you seek to find the 
Lord again. You may have gone a long, 
long, long way from Jesus and have lost 
Him for a very long time. However far you 
have strayed and however long it has 
been, if you will determine to seek Christ, 
you will find that He is there to be found. 
He is not hiding. Moreover, when you find 
him, you will find Him to be the same 
gracious, loving, merciful, wise and 
sovereign Savior He has always been. 
   Your shepherd, 
   Pastor Mauri 

Sermon Topics for September  

September 1 “From Ish to Adam” 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Bill Crooks 

Genesis 2: 4-7 

September 8 “Are We a Fruitful Church? Matthew 7: 15-23 

September 15 “Are You More Aware of God’s Presence?” Psalm 139: 5-12 

September 22 “Are You Obeying God’s Words?” Psalm 119: 41-48 

September 29 “Are You Thirsty for the Lord?” Psalm 42: 1-2 

Please note Pastor Mauri and Terry will be on vacation from August 26-September 3.  
We have also discontinued our home phone number.  So feel free to call us on our 
cell numbers (Mauri: 724-421-4233; Terry: 724-421-3392) 
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Clerk’s Corner-Highlights from the August 12 Session Meeting 

Submitted by: Connie Jewell 

Next Newsletter Deadline is September 15. 
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Joys and Concerns 
• Pat Bicehouse, Phil Coulter, Vance Griffin, Shirley Jenkins, Artie Minor, Denny 

Root, Norm Straub, Jean Walter 
• Remember our shut-ins: Eleanor Sigut, Betty Swarner & Helene Whitfield 

 DO YOU LIKE TO SING? 

Pastor Mauri is exploring the possibility of get-
ting a choir together again to sing during Sun-
day worship services (perhaps once a month to 
start). If this sounds like it might interest you, 
contact Pastor Mauri and details can be dis-
cussed about moving forward if there's enough 
interest. 

“Table Talks & Catered Lunches” 

We’ll be starting a new venture called “Table Talks”, on Thursdays at 
11:00am, beginning October 3. Let’s come together for a time of 
studying and discussion on the Word followed by a catered lunch by 
Beth Henry. A set fee won’t be charged, but your donation would be 
appreciated.  (The actual cost is around $6-$7). 

Our first study will be on “New Testament Essentials-Father, Son, Spirit & Kingdom.” 
This will introduce us to the New Testament in 3 parts: 1) The Revelation of God in 
Jesus Christ, 2) The Indwelling of God in the church by the Holy Spirit and 3) The 
Present and Coming Kingdom of God. In each of the studies we’ll  be hearing 
Scripture in its own historical and cultural context and then be guided to apply it to 
our own context. 

This should prove to be a great time for fellowship, study and good food.  A sign-up 
sheet will be posted to gauge interest in participation. If you have any questions, get 
in touch with Pastor Mauri. 
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Upcoming Events 

Photo Directory Update 
We are leaving the background up for photo-taking for another month.  Terry will be 
bringing her camera each Sunday so you can have your picture taken following the 
service.  Any Sunday, after church will be fine (except Sept. 1) .  Or, if you'd prefer, 
schedule a time convenient for you, and she'll just meet you at the church. Also, she is 
in the office on Thursday mornings. 
 
We’d like to be able to get all of our members’ photos in the directory.  
So far, we have 35 members taken and only 15 to go!  Please arrange 
time to get your picture taken, we’d love to have everyone. 
 
The Directory will be slightly delayed—but for a good reason.  Our 
current copier is on the fritz, and we can no longer get parts for this older machine.  
But, Ford Business will be swapping out ours for a newer one, hopefully in September.  
Therefore, we will be waiting until we get the newer copier before we go to print. 

The greatest miracle in the Bible is when Joshua told his son to stand still and he 
obeyed him. — written by an actual Bible college student! 

Sunday School is Starting!!!!!! 
 

On September 8 at 9:45am, we will begin studying the Parables of Jesus. Jesus is the 
best teacher the world has ever known. He brought the doctrines of His Word into 
everyday life. He shows us how to live in today’s world from the eternal truths He 
taught two thousand years ago. 
 

Come join us in learning more about the One we come to worship. Share your 
thoughts and questions with the rest of the Seekers of God’s truth. 
 

     Cathy Donaldson, Sunday School Leader 
 
September 15, Chicken BBQ and potluck!  Following the worship 
service.  Chicken and place settings provided. Please bring a dish to 
share.  Sign-up is on the bulletin board. 
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Brian & Connie Jewell thank you for the great support you gave 
them for their Ride For Kids.  They raised $2,335 for the Pediatric 
Brain Tumor Foundation. 

Relay for Life 2019 

Mandi Duncan 
Team Leader 

Lisa Staph—At the end of 
the evening, during the 
memorial walk – I took a 
few laps in memory of my 
dad, Ronald Alcorn (04-07-
1948 to 08-31-2013), who 
fought courageously for 2½ 
years with lung cancer 
when doctors only gave 
him 6-12 months.  

Thank You to Ebenezer Church for all your 
support.   As of August 21, 2019, total raised 
was $101,906.34  

Grove City Food Bank & Helping Hands Food Donations for September (we alternate 
the recipient each month):  instant potatoes, spaghetti & sauce, peanut butter, jelly, 
oatmeal, canned pasta, salt & pepper, vinegar, canned salmon/tuna, sandwich bags, 
bar soap, laundry soap 
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CONTACT US 

 

Pastor Mauri Smith 

Email: ebenezerpastorgc@gmail.com 

 

Terry Smith, Secretary 

Email: ebenezerpresbyterianchurchgc@gmail.com 

www.ebenezerpresbyterianchurchgc.com 

 

Church Office Hours 

Thursday 

9:30 am-12:30 pm 

Phone: 814-786-7411 

Ebenezer Presbyterian Church 
2426 Scrubgrass Rd 
Grove City PA  16127 

SUNDAY, 9:45 A.M. 


