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Thoughts from Pastor Mauri 

We are about to embark on this year’s observance of the 
season of Lent. This is the perfect time for us as believers 
to make a concerted effort to practice the spiritual 
disciplines. One of these disciplines is solitude. “Solitude” 
is the creation of an open, empty space in our lives by 
purposefully abstaining from interaction with other 
human beings, so that, freed from competing loyalties, we 
can be found by God. 
 
One does not need to dig deeply in the Gospels to see that 
Jesus’ very public ministry was interspersed with periods 
of solitude during which He, either completely by Himself 
or with the disciples, left the crowds behind to pray. These 
times of solitude appeared to nourish Jesus for those 
times when He was in the public eye. He began His 
ministry with forty days in the wilderness, just after He 
was baptized. And He continued the practice of going off 
alone to pray, often just at the times when His ministry 
seemed to demand the most from Him. 
 
Solitude is not about becoming a hermit. In fact, times of 
solitude can enhance our times of fellowship with others. 
Neither is solitude loneliness. It is time spent with God. 
When we put it this way, it sounds like a no-brainer, yet 
for most of us this time does not just happen. One of the 
keys to the definition I mentioned earlier is the phrase 
“the creation of an open, empty space.” We must work to 
create this space, to “purposefully” withdraw even 
when—especially when—it seems like we have no time to 
do it.  
 

Next page 
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Sermon Topics for March 

March 3 “An Exclusive Connection” Luke 9: 28-36 

March 6 
Ash Wednesday 

“Ash Wednesday’s Meaning”  Romans 3:23  

March 10 “Temptation and the Season of Lent”        Luke 4:1-13  

March 17 “Lament Over Jerusalem”       Luke 13:31-35  

March 24 “Learn from History”         I Corinthians 10:1-13  

March 31 “Lost-Found-Restored”  Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32  

Lenten Warmth: Join us for fellowship and refreshments at 10:30 am before worship 
each Sunday.   
 

Next Newsletter Deadline is April 21st. 

We can all learn from Jesus’ example and take time to focus on our relationship with 
God, replenishing and nourishing ourselves for busy lives. This has made a difference in 
my life, as I have a special room in my home where I spend quiet time with the Lord 
each morning and evening. And I’ve discovered that if I miss this time because of other 
conflicts, it leaves an empty spot in me. Believe me, this will make a difference in your 
life. As you look to begin this holy time of year, why not make this a memorable 
experience by getting started with this important spiritual discipline. 
 

     Your fellow Lenten pilgrim, 
 
       Pastor Mauri 
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Clerk’s Corner-Highlights from the February Session Meeting 

Submitted by: Connie Jewell 
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Joys and Concerns 

• Remember our shut-ins: Eleanor Sigut, Betty Swarner & Helene Whitfield 

• Jean Walter & Shirley Jenkins, who are home recuperating following a hospital 
stay 

• Cathy Donaldson’s family, her brother passed away Feb. 12. 

Upcoming Events 

• Ash Wednesday Service—March 6  
On Wednesday evening, March 6 at 7:00 p.m. we will gather 
for a special Ash Wednesday worship service to begin our 
Lenten observance this year. It will be a solemn time of 
reflection and repentance, culminating with our observance of 
the Sacrament of Holy Communion. This will be a meaningful 
way to set the tone for a serious journey leading to Holy Week. 
 

• Lenten Soup Suppers and Bibles Studies 
Beginning March 10 at 5:00 p.m., we will set aside our Sunday 
evenings during Lent for some light suppers and Bible study.  
 
Each week will feature two selections of soup, crackers, bread 
and a dessert.  
Sign-up sheets will be posted on the bulletin board for those 

planning to attend and those willing to donate the fixings for our gatherings.  
 
Our study for this Sunday evening series will be entitled “Because of This I Rejoice.” 
Many Christians think of Lent as a season of self-sacrifice and spiritual chores. But 
this study will do something different—it will lead us to approach Lent with a spirit 
of joy. This six-week study of Philippians will explore what Paul teaches about 
joyfully practicing spiritual disciplines. The intent of these disciplines is to help us 
focus less on ourselves and more on God. It will invite us to engage in the same 
spiritual practices as a way to grow closer to God and allow joy to flow through our 
lives. Come one—come all! 
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From Nancy’s Kitchen 

Hot Chicken Salad Sandwich 
2 c canned chicken (drained) 
1 c shredded cheddar 
¼ c chopped celery 
¼ c chopped almonds 
½ c mayo 
A dash of salt 
 
Mix above and put in a roll of your choice. 
Wrap in foil and bake at 350° for 15 
minutes. 
 — Submitted  by Nancy Straub 

A driver is struggling to find a parking 
space. After 45 frustrating minutes, he 
begins to pray. 
 
“Lord,” he says, “I can’t take this any 
longer. If you open a space up for me, I 
swear I’ll give up gambling and go to 
church every Sunday.” 
 
Suddenly, the clouds part and the sun 
shines on an empty parking spot. 
Without hesitation, the man says, “Never 
mind, I found one!” 

Spring Cleaning/Work Day on March 16th, 2019 

Please Come Help Us Keep the Church Sparkling Clean! 

We will be spring cleaning the inside of the church  

starting at 9am.   

       — from your Trustees 
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The Book of Psalms is one of the greatest treasures the Lord has given to His people. 

Through these sacred poems, God has given us a rich songbook and a divinely inspired 

guide for our prayers. In this teaching series, Dr. W. Robert Godfrey provides an 

overview of the Psalms with the specific goal of helping us learn to love them through 

a study of their themes, structure, and beauty. Each lesson will focus on a 23-minute 

DVD presentation and some group discussion.  

Come join us in the parlor for some fellowship and rich time in God’s Word. Pastor 

Mauri will be leading us through this study. 

New Adult Sunday School Series 

Beginning March 3  

Sunday School (9:45-10:30),  

a new 12-week series  

“Learning to Love the Psalms.”  

On Sunday, March 17 during our morning worship service, 

we will be officially dedicating our new ESV Pew Bibles. 

Thank you so much to all of you who donated the money 

to purchase every copy that was ordered. It will be a 

wonderful tribute to those we want to honor or 

memorialize.  

A special bookplate will be placed on the inside of the 

front cover with the personal information of those 

individuals who are being remembered and who made the 

donation. Please be sure to put this date on your calendar 

and invite family and friends to attend. 

New Pew Bibles to Be Dedicated 
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Grove City Food Bank & Helping Hands Food Donations for March 
(we alternate the recipient each month):  cream soups, instant 
pudding, oatmeal, peanut butter, jelly, spaghetti & sauce, sugar, 
canned pasta, bathroom tissue, household cleaners, feminine hygiene 

products, bar soap, shampoo, conditioner 

GIVE A  HOOT FOR HEIDI !    

 
Let's support Mandi Duncan in fulfilling her mother's (Heidi) 
dream.  Heidi Minor wanted to have a team in 2019 for Relay for Life. 
Mandi is getting a team together to carry out her mother’s dream.   

 
How we can help is there will be water bottles in the back of the Church marked GIVE 
A HOOT FOR HEIDI and each bottle is marked for certain change.  So, show your 
support not only for Heidi's dream but Cancer Research as well by putting any extra 
loose change you have in the water bottles.  Once bottles are filled, they will be given 
to Mandi. Thanks for your support in advance! 
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Dear members,  

 

This year as we move into Lent and prepare 

for One Great Hour of Sharing, I remain 

grateful for the transformation made possible 

through this special offering. In places like 

Kitui, Kenya, Asheville, North Carolina, and 

Iona, Michigan, those most in need are finding 

hope and help through the work of 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the 

Presbyterian Hunger Program, the Self-

Development of People program, and their 

partners in ministry. In this media-driven 

environment of “the next big story,” it is easy 

to become distracted from the reality faced by our brothers and sisters around the 

world where poverty, disaster, and war cause displacement and suffering. 

 

This is why we continue to give to One Great Hour of Sharing. When we give this year, 

we give in faith—knowing that staff in the three One Great Hour of Sharing programs 

will be responding in Christ’s name to the cries of our sisters and brothers throughout 

the next year. We trust that they will respond as they did in West Africa in the wake of 

the devastating Ebola crisis: immediately, directly, and through our partners wherever 

the emergency occurs. But equally important, we know that they will remain in areas 
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of devastation long after the news cameras have moved elsewhere as they continue 

rebuilding both lives and communities. 

 

Feeding the hungry, helping people build up their own livelihoods, responding to 

disasters—these are all ways that your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing are changing 

lives, changing communities, and changing the world. We’ll read about examples of 

this in bulletin inserts leading up to the Offering.  

 

I want to extend an invitation and a challenge to you this Lent. Visit the One Great 

Hour of Sharing website (www.presbyterianmission.org/oghs) to find out more 

information on how your support of OGHS helps people all over the world.  

 

That brings me to the challenge, which also relates to our support of One Great Hour 

of Sharing. While we trust our OGHS programs to respond to the needs of our poorest 

and hungriest neighbors, those programs can only do so to the extent of our 

generosity. I challenge each of you to give strong consideration to increasing your gift 

from last year to the offering—you’ll see how giving opens your heart to God’s work in 

your own life. So I hope you will join us Palm Sunday, April 14, and that you will join 

Christians all across the country in opening their hearts to witness tangibly to the 

abundant love of God through One Great Hour of Sharing. 

 

     Yours in the love and grace of Jesus Christ, 

 

     Pastor Mauri 

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/oghs
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Challenging gems from A.W. Tozer! 

It is no longer either dangerous or costly to be a Christian! 

 

Some Christians have taken all the justice, judgment and hatred of sin out of the nature 

of God--and have nothing left but a soft god. 

 

 Let us start reading our Bibles with the thought that God means exactly what He says! 

 

 The most godly Christian is the one who knows himself best.  

No one who knows himself, will believe that he deserves anything better than Hell.  

 

 Anyone who wishes to check on his true spiritual condition may do so, by noting what 

his voluntary thoughts have been over the last hours or days. 

 

 We have learned to live with unholiness in our churches, and have come to look upon 

it as the natural and expected thing. 

 

I would rather stand alone and have everybody as my enemy--than to go along with 

the crowd to Hell! 

 

 Everywhere among professors we find people who are Bible-taught, but not Spirit-

taught. They grasp the truth with the mind, not the heart. 

 

Saving faith is irrevocable, total commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ Himself!  

 

Most Christians would be better pleased, if the Lord did not inquire into their personal 

affairs too closely. They want Him to save them, keep them happy and take them to 

Heaven at last--but not to be too inquisitive about their desires or daily conduct. 

 

The church has failed, by living too much like the world!  

 

The difficulty we modern Christians face, is not misunderstanding the Bible--but 

persuading our worldly hearts to accept its plain instructions! 
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CONTACT US 

 

Pastor Mauri Smith 

Email: ebenezerpastorgc@gmail.com 

 

Terry Smith, Secretary 

Email: ebenezerpresbyterianchurchgc@gmail.com 

www.ebenezerpresbyterianchurchgc.com 

 

Church Office Hours 

Tuesday & Thursday 

9:30 am-12:30 pm 

Phone: 814-786-7411 

Ebenezer Presbyterian Church 
2426 Scrubgrass Rd 
Grove City PA  16127 

“God's ultimate goal for your life on 
Earth is not comfort but character 

development. 

 He wants you to grow up spiritually 

and become like Christ ....  

Christlikeness is all about transforming 

your character, not your personality.” 
  — Rick Warren   


