
Answering the call 
Smith returns to ministry at Ebenezer Presbyterian 

 

WOLF CREEK TOWNSHIP – Ebenezer Presbyterian Church 
in Wolf Creek Township has new leadership as of 
Thursday. 

“It feels good to be back,” the Rev. Dr. Maurice “Mauri” 
Smith said as he sat in a pew at the church, which was 
quiet on Monday afternoon. 

The Johnstown native retired from the ministry in 2015, 
and had been living in Ohio with his wife Terry until early 
2017, when they decided to move to western 
Pennsylvania to be closer to their two children and seven 
grandchildren. 

They live in Liberty Township, and Smith, 65, is excited to be serving a congregation again. 

He previously served at parishes including North Sewickley Presbyterian Church, and was the chaplain at Bristol 
Village, the retirement community in Waverly, Ohio, where the couple lived before coming to Mercer County. 

Mrs. Smith became secretary of Ebenezer this past summer, right around the time that the church’s most recent 
pastor, Joe Tagliaferre, stepped down. 

It wasn’t long before Smith started filling in during some services, and he soon realized that he missed the 
ministry; he was ordained in 1980, and graduated from Eastern Baptist Seminary in Philadelphia. 

“It’s kind of in your blood. When God calls someone to the ministry, there’s no expiration date,” said Smith, who 
will be a part-time stated supply pastor. 

The oldest of three children of Romaine and Maurice Smith Sr., the younger Smith became a Presbyterian pastor 
like his father, whose congregations included St. Paul’s United Church of Christ in Hermitage. 

Smith didn’t go into the ministry right after high school. He attended West Point in the early 1970s, then served 
with the Army and earned a bachelor’s degree in liberal studies from the State University of New York. 

When he started his ministry career, he knew he had found his calling. 

“It’s a pleasure for me,” Smith said. 

A lot has changed in the Presbyterian Church since 1980. Congregations have gotten smaller – Ebenezer has about 
60 members – and the styles of worship have gone from traditional to contemporary in some parishes. 

Ebenezer tries to combine the two styles, though it’s a challenge to get members to used to change, Smith 
said. 
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Social and theological differences have become more intense, like discussions surrounding human sexuality, 
and the Bible. 

Those topics can be “very polarizing,” and it’s part of Smith’s job to help people find a compromise. 

Technology within the church has also been a lot to take on, but he realizes that it can be a helpful tool. 
Mrs. Smith is working on a new website for the church. 

Smith also realizes that technology can contribute to what he sees as “hateful rhetoric” that seems to be 
plaguing the country. He wants to assure people that God is working to instill hope and peace, and that 
Smith is able and willing to help folks try and process what’s going on. 

There are lots of questions about how or why God lets evil things happen, like the terrorist attacks in 2001, 
or the shooting at the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh this weekend that killed 11 people and wounded 
others. 

There are no easy answers, but the Bible says that evil is something we have to contend with, and 
something that will be defeated when Jesus Christ returns, Smith said. 

He touched on forgiveness and guilt, which many people struggle with. Don’t let it consume you; look for 
the good in others, and focus on moving forward, he said. 

“We need to get our lives back on track spiritually,” Smith said. 

He’s more than ready to step back into his role as a church leader, and said that the Ebenezer parishioners 
are “good, God-fearing people” with a commitment to their church. 

“This is a beautiful place. They take great pride,” he said, noting that they host community events and 
support nonprofits like the Grove City Community Food Pantry. 

Working part-time for the church means that the Smiths, who have been married for nearly 42 years, can 
still enjoy their hobbies and interests: reading, sports, music, travel, history, and relaxing. 

“I kind of feel re-energized,” Smith said. 

He looks forward to bringing compassion, 
“preaching and teaching,” interpersonal 
connections, pastoral counseling, and more to 
his new home parish. 

EBENEZER Presbyterian Church is at 2426 

Scrubgrass Road, Wolf Creek Township. Sunday 

School is at 9:45 a.m., followed by worship at 11 

a.m. For more information, call 814-786-7411, 

or email 

ebenezerpresbyterianchurchgc@gmail.com.  
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