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Thoughts from Pastor Mauri 

This is the time of year when love is a major theme in our 
society. Valentine’s Day will be celebrated by many this 
month and lots of money will be spent expressing our love 
for others in a tangible way. I wonder, though, how many 
people really know what love means? That word is thrown 
around so often today in a flippant way. As a Christian, we 
should look no further than the Bible to discover what it truly 
is. For many, the first place we look is I Corinthians 13. That is 
a very important passage. But let me suggest another text for 
your meditation. In I John 4:10-11 we read, “In this is love, 
not that we have loved God but that He loved us and sent His 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so 
loved us, we also ought to love one another.” 
 
In other words, God has shown us what true love is by giving 
us His Son, Jesus Christ. Can any of us really grasp this 
“amazing love”? This thought motivated Charles Wesley to 
write one of his many hymns (and one of my favorites), “And 
Can It Be That I Should Gain?” Wesley’s sense of awe and 
wonder at contemplating the “amazing love” of Calvary 
motivated him to dictate to his wife on his death bed a final 
hymn of praises to the Lord he had loved so intimately and 
served so effectively. Let these words lift your hearts in 
praise to God, thanking Him for His gift of grace in His Son, 
Jesus Christ. 
 

“And can it be that I should gain an interest in  
the Savior’s blood?  

Died He for me, who caused His pain?  
For me, who Him to death pursued?” 

“He left His Father’s throne above, so free, so infinite His 
grace! Emptied Himself of all but love,  

and bled for Adam’s helpless race.” Next page 
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Sermon Topics for February 

February 3 “Healing Help for a Broken Relationship” 1 Cor. 13: 1-13 

February 10 Guest Speaker-Rev. Willard Morse 
(Pastor Mauri on vacation Feb. 4-11) 

 

February 17 “A Defense of the Resurrection” 1 Cor. 15: 12-20 

February 24 “Don’t Be Judgmental” Luke 6: 27-38 

 

Winter Warmth: Join us for fellowship and refreshments at 10:30 am before worship 
each Sunday.   The committees will resume the “warmth” refreshments in March. 
 

Next Newsletter Deadline is March 17th. 

Food For Thought: “When the Bird of  Thought Was Let Go” 

by A.W. Tozer 
 

Anyone who wishes to check on his true spiritual condition may do so, by noting what 
his voluntary thoughts have been over the last hours or days. What has he thought 
about, when free to think of whatever he pleased? Toward what has his inner heart 
turned when it was free to turn wherever it desired? 
 
When the bird of thought was let go, did it fly out like the raven to settle upon floating 

carcasses, or did it, like the dove, circle and return again to the ark of God? Such a test 

is easy to run, and if we are honest with ourselves, we can 

discover not only what we are, but what we are going to 

become. We will soon be the sum of our voluntary thoughts. 

“No condemnation now I dread; Jesus, and all in Him, is mine!  
Alive in Him, my living Head, and clothed in righteousness divine.” 

 
REFRAIN: “Amazing love! How can it be that Thou, my God, shouldst die for me.” 

        
       Pastor Mauri 
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Clerk’s Corner-Highlights from the January Session Meeting 

Submitted by: Connie Jewell 



4 

 

Joys and Concerns 

 Remember our shut-ins: Eleanor Sigut, Betty Swarner & Helene Whitfield 

 Our condolences go to the Heidi Minor family. She passed away on December 
26th. Please keep the family in your prayers. 

 

Upcoming Events 

 
For all Elders, Deacons and Trustees! 

Joint Meeting Following Worship on February 3 
Please bring a bag lunch. 

Grove City Food Bank & Helping Hands Food Donations for 
February (we alternate the recipient each month): mustard, 
ketchup, regular & light pancake syrup, pancake mix, BBQ sauce, 
cereal, salt & pepper, sugar-free items like Jello, pudding, fruit, sugar 
substitute, etc., aluminum foil, bar soap, laundry soap 

From Shirley’s Kitchen 

Sorry, no recipes this month due to the snowstorm.  Check back next month! 

Note from the Secretary 

The snowstorm on Saturday into Sunday morning in January, that caused us to cancel 
church, taught me a few things.  Please be sure that I have your current phone 
numbers and emails.  We had trouble figuring out how to contact a few of our 
regulars.  Also, you can check the website for notices like a cancellation.  I see now 
how important that can be (unless your Internet goes down.) 
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Next page 

 

Yesterday morning, my wife woke up with a start. 

When I asked her what the matter was, she said, "I just had a 
dream you gave me a diamond ring and diamond earrings for 
Valentine's day. What do you think it means?" 

I winked and said, "You'll know tonight." 

In the evening, I came home with a small package and 
gave it to my wife. 

She was delighted and opened it excitedly. In it was a 
book called "The meaning of dreams". 

 

The road by which the Spirit leads God's children! 
J.C. Ryle, "Heirs of God" 1878 

 
"As many as are led by the Spirit of God--they are the sons of God."  

Romans 8:14 

 
All true Christians are under the leading and teaching of a power which is Almighty, 
though unseen--even the power of the Holy Spirit. They no longer turn to their own 
way, and walk in the light of their own eyes, and follow their own natural heart's 
desire. The Spirit leads them. The Spirit guides them. There is a movement in their 
hearts, lives, and affections, which they feel--though they may not be able to explain; 
and a movement which is always more or less in the same direction. 

 
 
They are all led . . . 
  away from sin,  
  away from self-righteousness,  
  away from the world! 

http://gracegems.org/23/ryle_sermons.htm
http://gracegems.org/Ryle/heirs_of_god.htm
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This is the road by which the Spirit leads God's children.  
Those whom God adopts as His children--He teaches and trains.  
He shows them their own hearts.  
He makes them weary of their own ways.  
 
They are all led to Christ.  
They are all led to the Bible.  
They are all led to prayer.  
They are all led to holiness.  
This is the beaten path along which the Spirit makes them to travel. 
Those whom God adopts--He always sanctifies.   He makes sin very bitter to 
them.   He makes holiness very sweet. 
 
When they are taken into the wilderness, and taught to see their own emptiness-
-it is the leading of the Spirit.  
 
It is He who leads them to Mount Sinai, and first shows them the law--that their 
hearts may be broken.  
 
It is He who leads them to Mount Calvary, and shows them the cross--that their 
hearts may be bound up and healed. 
 
It is He who leads them to Mount Pisgah, and gives them distinct views of the 
promised land--that their hearts may be cheered.  
 
Each and all of God's children is the subject of these leadings.   Each and all is led 
by the right way, to bring him to a city of habitation. 
 
Settle this down in your heart, and do not let it go: the children of God are a 
people "led by the Spirit of God," and always led more or less in the same way. 
Their experience will tally wonderfully when they compare notes in Heaven. 
 
"I guide you in the way of wisdom and lead you along straight paths." Proverbs 
4:11.  "In your unfailing love You will lead the people You have redeemed. 
 In Your strength You will guide them to Your holy dwelling." Exodus 15:13  
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CONTACT US 

 

Pastor Mauri Smith 

Email: ebenezerpastorgc@gmail.com 

 

Terry Smith, Secretary 

Email: ebenezerpresbyterianchurchgc@gmail.com 

www.ebenezerpresbyterianchurchgc.com 

 

Church Office Hours 

Tuesday & Thursday 

9:30 am-12:30 pm 

Phone: 814-786-7411 

Ebenezer Presbyterian Church 
2426 Scrubgrass Rd 
Grove City PA  16127 


