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Thoughts from Pastor Mauri 

  In September’s issue of Tabletalk, the monthly 
devotional magazine published by Ligonier Ministries, the 
theme articles centered around a fictional manual for 
destroying the church called, “A Field Guide from the 
Abyss.”  It was modeled after a book by C.S. Lewis called 
The Screwtape Letters, where a senior demon, Screwtape, 
composes letters to his trainee, Wormwood, and advises 
and directs him in a number of ways how to achieve 
Satan’s ends. 
 One particular article by Chris Larson caught my 
attention, entitled “Wear Down Worship.”  I would like to 
share that with you. Keep in mind that it is written from the 
perspective of Satan’s minions trying to tear down the 
church. 
 “There is nothing more terrifying for us than the 
Enemy’s people gathered together worshiping Him. They’ll 
hear their King’s proclamations, have their consciences 
washed clean, and gain new strength. These weekly 
assemblies are the source of much of our shuddering. 
Adding insult to injury, they call it the ‘Lord’s Day,’ and 
meet on the first day of their week, celebrating our 
greatest loss when the sinless One was resurrected from 
the dead. 
 “Aim to have Christians skip Sunday worship. Let 
them think worship is optional and not an actual summons 
to meet with the Sovereign. Keep them up late on Saturday 
nights. Harass them on Sunday morning with every worldly 
care, distract them with recreation or politics, or misdirect 
them by having them think their digital devices can 
substitute for gathering with real flesh and blood. In fact, 
replace their pastor with a remote somebody they 
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listen to without knowing him in the flesh. 
 “Cause them to lose their focus 
when they gather to worship the Enemy. 
Have them think about how the worship 
service made them feel rather than about 
what is pleasing to the Enemy. Let them 
think worship is boring, and let them lose 
their sense of reverence. Let them mistake 
fickle emotions for the Holy Spirit.” 
 “We have had great success in the 
last few decades in corrupting some 
church leaders in their otherwise good 
motivations to make their assemblies 
more accessible, exciting, and 
entertaining. In this way, the worshipers 
have been made to think that they are 
there to be an audience rather than to 
worship the Enemy. We know that He 
tolerates no idolatry. One of the Enemy’s 
most loathsome servants—the theologian 
troublemaker from Geneva (John Calvin)—
even observed that the sinful human heart 
is constantly creating idols. Use this 
tendency against them. Deceive them into 
believing their own hearts, and then watch 
them worship anything. 

 “If these fools cannot be kept away 
from gathering, they can surely be led to 
worship half-heartedly. When the 
preacher preaches, get their thoughts 
wandering. When they sing, let them think 
about themselves and not what they are 
affirming with the others. When they pray, 
whisper their to-do list. When they take 
the Lord’s Supper, let them only 
remember a past event or think some 
magic is taking place. 
 “Deploy these strategies to weaken 
your prey, and in so doing you will help 
blunt the greatest weapons wielded by the 
Enemy’s people.” 
 This is a good reminder for us that 

the devil’s primary work is focused on God 

and His people, the Church. We need to be 

vigilant and ever watchful, for the Enemy 

“prowls around like a roaring lion seeking 

someone to devour” (I Peter 5:8), and we 

need to remember that He who is in us is 

greater than He who is in the world (I John 

4:4).    Remaining vigilant, 

                    Pastor Mauri 

Sermon Topics for October  

Oct. 6 “The Relevance of Communion in Today’s World” Luke 22: 14-20 

Oct. 13 “An Important Life Lesson”       Matthew 6:24-34 

Oct.20 “If I’m Forgiven, Can I Do Whatever I Like?”          Luke 7:36-50 

Oct. 27 Guest Speaker: Rev. Dave Lingle  (Pastor Mauri on 
vacation) 
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Clerk’s Corner-Highlights from the September 9 Session Meeting 

Next Newsletter Deadline is October 20. 
If anyone is willing to receive an emailed version of the newsletter, and discontinue the 
printed version, please let Terry know.  The emailed version is a PDF, which you can 
then printed out. 

Submitted by: Connie Jewell 
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Upcoming Events 

Joys and Concerns 
• Pat Bicehouse, Phil Coulter, Gay Griffin, Vance Griffin, Shirley Jenkins, Artie 

Minor, Denny Root, Noel Ryan, Norm Straub, Jean Walter 
• Remember our shut-ins: Eleanor Sigut, Betty Swarner & Helene Whitfield 

“Table Talks & Catered Lunches” 

Thursdays, beginning October 3 at 11am 

Let’s come together for a time of studying and discussion on the Word 
followed by a catered lunch by Beth Henry. A set fee won’t be charged, but 
your donation would be appreciated.  (The actual cost is around $6-$7). 

Our first study will be on “New Testament Essentials-Father, Son, Spirit & Kingdom.” 
This will introduce us to the New Testament in 3 parts: 1) The Revelation of God in 
Jesus Christ, 2) The Indwelling of God in the church by the Holy Spirit and 3) The 
Present and Coming Kingdom of God. In each of the studies we’ll  be hearing 
Scripture in its own historical and cultural context and then be guided to apply it to 
our own context. 

This should prove to be a great time for fellowship, study and good food.  A sign-up 
sheet is posted to gauge interest in participation. If you have any questions, get in 
touch with Pastor Mauri. 

October 6: World Wide Communion Sunday 
 
Autumn Warmth fellowship times resume October 6.  Please sign up on the bulletin 
board to bring in some goodies.  Three people needed per Sunday. 
 
Greeters are needed for October and November.  It’s always nice to receive a warm 
welcome when you arrive at church.  Be a part of greeting newcomers as well as our 
members and friends.  Sign-up and see Connie Jewell if you have any questions. 
 
Joshua House Collection:  We will be collecting hats, gloves, scarves and blankets for 
the month of October. Any questions, see Cathy Donaldson. 
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Photo Directory Update 
We are pleased to announce that we have 97% member participation for 
our photo directory!  Thank you.  We are awaiting our updated printer 
and plan to print the directory in October.  A black & white copy will be on 
the back table.  Please look at your information to verify that it is correct 

and place a checkmark next to your name indicating you have proofed it.  Please 
consider giving a donation to help defray the cost of paper and printing. Thank you. 

From Shirley’s Kitchen 

 Join the Church Choir 

Six people have shown interest in forming a church choir.  We’d love to have more.  
If you are interested, join us by speaking with Pastor Mauri. He’ll fill you in on the 
details. 

Chicken Pie Crust 
3 c. flour 
¾ c. Crisco 
4 tsp baking powder 
1 tsp salt 
1¼ c. milk 
1 c. gravy 
2 c. chopped chicken 
 
Mix flour, baking powder & salt with 
Crisco until forms pea-sized balls.  
Mix in milk to form dough. Roll out 
and put into pie pan.  Add chicken 
and gravy. Cover with another rolled 
out crust. Bake 350° till crust is 
brown. (Gravy & chicken make one 
pie. Makes 2½ pies (5crusts)). 

Easy Fruit Cocktail Salad or Dessert 
1 large vanilla pudding 
1 large fruit cocktail drained (set juice aside) 
1 8oz. Cool Whip 
 
Mix pudding and well drained juice from fruit 
cocktail.   
Add fruit and mix. 
Fold in Cool Whip and  
. . .  your done.  Mmmm. Very Good. 
 
Tip: Something to do—Greet 
family & friends with pumpkin 
flowerpots. Fill plump  
hollowed-out pumpkins with 
potted mums then set them 
on the porch steps.  So pretty! 
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Grove City Food Bank & Helping 
Hands Food Donations for 
October (we alternate the 
recipient each month):  Yams, 
stuffing, evaporated milk, sugar, 
flour, Jiffy boxed pie crust mix, 
pie filling, ketchup, mustard, 
regular & light pancake syrup, 
pancake mix, cereal, cake mix, 
cake frosting, bar soap, paper 
towels, bathroom tissue. 

Pastor Mauri’s New Venture 
Pastor Mauri has come up with a 

new way to facilitate good 

communication with the church 

by way of regular e-mail updates. 

Terry has provided the emails we 

have of church members so that 

this process can be set up. If you 

would prefer that he not contact 

you in this way, please let him 

know so that he will take your 

address off the list he has. 

Otherwise, he will assume that 

you are desirous of receiving 

these weekly musings. If you 

know of any friends or neighbors 

who might like to receive these 

notes from Pastor Mauri, please 

pass on their email addresses to 

him.  As the old saying goes, you 

can never have enough 

communication. 
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CONTACT US 

 

Pastor Mauri Smith 

Email: ebenezerpastorgc@gmail.com 

 

Terry Smith, Secretary 

Email: ebenezerpresbyterianchurchgc@gmail.com 

www.ebenezerpresbyterianchurchgc.com 

 

Church Office Hours 

Thursdays 

9:30 am-12:30 pm 

Phone: 814-786-7411 

Ebenezer Presbyterian Church 
2426 Scrubgrass Rd 
Grove City PA  16127 

The Splendor of 
God’s Creation! 


