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Thoughts from Pastor Mauri 

I have to remind myself frequently that many people 
unfortunately don’t know what a lot of terms mean in the 
area of theology. For example, how many of you really 
understand what the terms justification, sanctification, 
and glorification mean? In bringing this up, I don’t mean to 
judge any of you who aren’t quite sure what a lot of the 
terms we frequently use really mean. I would encourage 
you to make the effort to get comfortable with more of 
these words. With that it mind, I’d like to share an 
interesting article with you this month that goes a long 
way in helping us understand what providence is. This is 
written by Don Fortner. 
 

“Providence is God’s government of the universe. If 
we have a proper view of God’s providence, we will 
see the hand of God and the heart of God in 
everything, in all the experiences of our lives. God 
Almighty, our God and heavenly Father, is always 
at work, governing His world. 
 

“We recognize that God’s providence is mysterious 
(Romans 11:33-36). His judgments are a great 
deep. His ways are past finding out. God’s 
providence is as minute as it is mysterious. Our God 
has ordained the number of hairs on the heads of 
all. Not even a worthless sparrow falls to the 
ground without His decree. God’s providence is all-
inclusive. God rules everything, great and small, 
everywhere, and at all times. He who created all 
things, rules all things. 
 

“Our God and heavenly Father controls 
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(absolutely and totally) all rational creatures. He controls all men and women 
everywhere, good and bad, in the good they do and in the evil they perform. All 
angels, all demons, and Satan himself are under the total control of our God 
(Psalm 76:10; Isaiah 14:24-27). Nothing in God’s universe breathes or wiggles 
contrary to His decree (Isaiah 46:9-13). Satan is not a rival to our God, but His 
vassal! 

 

“As a wise, skilled pharmacist mixes medicine, so our heavenly Father wisely 
mixes exactly the right measure of bitter things and sweet things to do us good. 
Too much joy would intoxicate us. Too much misery would drive us to despair. 
Too much sorrow would crush us. Too much suffering would break our spirits. 
Too much pleasure would ruin us. Too much defeat would discourage us. Too 
much success would puff us up. Too much failure would keep us from doing 
anything. Too much criticism would harden us. Too much praise would make us 
prideful. Our great God knows exactly what we need. His providence is wisely 
designed and sovereignly sent for our good! Let Him therefore send and do 
whatever He will. By His grace, if we are His, we will bow to it, accept it, and 
give thanks for it. 
 

“God’s providence is always executed in the wisest manner possible. We are 
often unable to see and understand the reasons and causes for specific events 
in our lives, in the lives of others, or in the history of the world. We bow to His 
will, which is evident in His works of providence, and say, ‘Oh, the depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 
judgments and unfathomable His ways!’ (Romans 11:33) 
 

“All God’s works of providence are executed in perfect holiness and 
righteousness. Even the way He uses the evil works of men and devils, is totally 
free of sin on His part. Though He has predestined and permits deeds of 
wickedness, sin cannot be imputed to the Almighty. ‘The Lord is righteous in all 
His ways, and holy in all His works.’ (Psalm 145:17) 
 

“God’s providence demands and deserves our unceasing praise. He who is God 

indeed, is the God of providence, the God who rules all things, and rules all 

things well. How we ought to trust Him! Ever remember, our heavenly Father is 

God all-wise, good, and omnipotent. He is too wise to err, too good to do 

wrong, and too strong to fall!” 

                                                               Pastor Mauri 
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Clerk’s Corner-Highlights from the June 10 Session Meeting 

Submitted by: Connie Jewell 
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Sermon Topics for July 

July 7 “Introduction to ‘How to Be an Exile’” Daniel 1: 8-21 

July 14 “How to Be an Exile—Part 2” Daniel 1: 8-21 

July 21 “How to Be an Exile—Part 3” Daniel 1: 8-21 

July 28 “How to Handle Criticism and Complaints” Philippians 2: 12-18  

Next Newsletter Deadline is July 21. 

From the Kitchen 

Ebenezer Mugs 4 Sale 

The Deacons have purchased mugs, pens, etc. to give to 
visitors who come to Ebenezer.  However, they would also 
like to offer our “regulars” the chance to own their very 
own Ebenezer Church Mug also — on sale now for only $6 
each.  Beautiful dark blue  mug with white etching of the 
church.  See a sample on the back table and sign-up on the 
Order Form. 

Cookbooks will be available in the social hall soon, provided by 
Shirley Jenkins.  Shirley is giving away part of her collection.  
Please help yourself to 1-2 cookbooks per person and enjoy all 
the new recipes you find! 
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Joys and Concerns 

• Remember our shut-ins: Eleanor Sigut (moved to room 311), Betty Swarner & 
Helene Whitfield 

• Pat Bicehouse, fell last week and broke her ankle in 3 places.   
• Phil Coulter, undergoing cancer treatments. 

• Vance Griffin, at home recovering from surgery. 
• Adalynne McGhee, recovering from throat surgery. Recuperating well. 

• Denny Root,  undergoing cancer treatments. 
• Norm Straub, suffered a mini-stroke on June 1, while in State College to attend his 

grand-daughter’s dance recital.  He is doing well recuperating at home. 
• Jean Walter 
• Welcome to our new members:   Scott Duncan, Noel & Mary Ryan, Pete & Marcie 

Treese and Dave & Joyce Steele.  They were received into the fellowship on June 
23 during the morning worship service. 

Upcoming Events 

Time for the Photo Directory Update! 
 

Terry will be available after church on August 11 & 18 to take 
directory pictures of all those who are members of Ebenezer. It’ll 
only take a couple of minutes.  We hope you all will participate to 
help make the directory a success.  Contact information will also be 
updated at this time.  The directory will then be created in-house. 
 

If these Sundays don’t work for you, please contact Terry Smith — we can arrange a 
time convenient for you. 

Weiner Roast! 
 

Come on out at 5:30pm on July 27 for our Summer Church Wiener Roast.  Bring a dish 
to share and enjoy the fellowship.  Exciting game night is planned to follow dinner. 
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God is All Mercy and Love! 
 

(J.C. Ryle, "Heirs of God" 1878) 

 
There is a school of theology rising up in this day, which appears to me most eminently 
calculated . . .  to promote infidelity,  to help the devil,  and to ruin souls!  

It comes to us like Joab to Amasa—with the highest professions of love and liberality. 
(2 Samuel 20:9-10) 
 
"God is all mercy and love!" according to this theology.  
God's holiness and justice are completely left out of sight!  
Hell is never spoken of in this theology--its talk is all of Heaven!  
Damnation is never mentioned--it is treated as an impossible thing.  
All men and women are to be saved!  
 
"Everybody is right! Nobody is wrong! Nobody is to blame for any action he may com-
mit! It is the result of his circumstances! He is not accountable for his views, any more 
than for the color of his skin! He must be what he is! God is so entirely a God of mercy 
and love--that He never does, and never will punish sin." 
 
Of all this theology I warn men solemnly to beware. In spite of big swelling words 
about "liberality and love," and "broad views," and "new light," and "freedom from 
bigotry," and so forth--I do believe it to be a theology that leads to Hell! 
 
Imagine a Heaven which would contain all mankind! Imagine a Heaven in which holy 
and unholy, pure and impure, good and evil--would be all gathered together in one 
confused mass!  

 
Surely the mind revolts from the idea of a Heaven in which there would be no distinc-
tion . . . 

  between the righteous and the wicked,  
  between Pharaoh and Moses, 

Next page 
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GIVE A HOOT FOR HEIDI!   

 
               GIVE A HOOT FOR HEIDI!  Mandi’s team is ready to walk!  

            The 2019 Relay for Life will be held on July 27 

How can you help?  There are water bottles in the back of the Church marked “GIVE A 
HOOT FOR HEIDI”.  Show your support not only for her mother’s dream of having a 
team, but for Cancer Research as well, by putting any extra loose change you have 
into the water bottles.  Thanks in advance for your support! 

Grove City Food Bank & Helping Hands Food Donations for July (we alternate the 
recipient each month):  sugar, flour, kid’s snacks (fruit roll-ups, raisins, etc.), canned 
sloppy joe sauce, peanut butter, jelly, oatmeal, spaghetti & sauce, mayonnaise/
Miracle whip, paper towels, bar soap. Garden produce greatly appreciated. 

Brian & Connie Jewell will be participating in the 2019 Ride for Kids 
on August 4, 2019.  This Western PA Ride is one of 23 across the 
United States. This motorcycle ride raises funds for the Pediatric 
Brain Tumor Foundation. Last year we collected $2,150 from family 
and friends. We thank you for your past gifts and we hope you will 
again consider supporting this worthy cause. 

  between Abraham and the Sodomites, 
  between Paul and Nero, 
  between the loving John and Judas Iscariot!  

Surely an eternity in such a miserably confused crowd, would be worse than annihila-
tion itself! Surely, such a Heaven would be no better than Hell! 
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Sudan Mission Network 

The Sudan Mission Network, an 
organization made up of 
Presbyterians committed to 
partnering with our brothers and 
sisters in Sudan and South Sudan, 
will hold its annual meeting  from 
Monday, July 22nd through Tuesday, 
July 23rd, on the campus of 
Westminster College in New 
Wilmington, PA, during the New 
Wilmington Mission Conference.   

This year’s SMN meeting will 
provide a great opportunity to meet 
Sudanese partners and mission co-
workers working in South Sudan, as 
well as members of the Sudanese 
diaspora community living in the 
U.S.  Here is a link to the brochure 
and registration form for the SMN 
meeting. 
http://www.pghpresbytery.org/
calendar/cal_files/pdfs/
sudan_mission_network_072319.pd
f 

We hope you can come.  If you have 
questions about the SMN, or its 
meeting, please contact Jim 
Leuenberger at 724-813-1295, 
or jpleuen@gmail.com . 

Presbytery News 

https://shenango.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4a4d3f568077eecd72e8fe030&id=a99ebe0433&e=95cb5688bd
https://shenango.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4a4d3f568077eecd72e8fe030&id=a99ebe0433&e=95cb5688bd
https://shenango.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4a4d3f568077eecd72e8fe030&id=a99ebe0433&e=95cb5688bd
https://shenango.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4a4d3f568077eecd72e8fe030&id=a99ebe0433&e=95cb5688bd
mailto:jpleuen@gmail.com
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Pause and Smile 

Everybody loves a good laugh. As Proverbs 17:22 declares, “a 

joyful heart is good medicine.” There’s something about 

laughter that can restore the soul and provide some much-

needed relief from stress and pain. 

Unfortunately, many jokes nowadays are inappropriate. The vast majority of popular 

comedians and comedy genre movies are full of that type of humor. Many jokes are 

often sexual, full of foul language, and rely on demeaning other people to get a laugh. 

This goes against what the Bible tells us our speech should be like. Despite all of this 

and, regardless of popular opinion, there are clean jokes that are very funny. 

Let’s enjoy some laughter. (Warning: Some church jokes may be very corny, but that 

can cause even more laughter.) 

• A little girl finally got to attend a wedding for the first time. While in the church, 

the girl asked her mother: “Why is the bride dressed in white?” The mother replied 

to the girl: “because white is the color of happiness and it’s the happiest day of her 

life today.”  After a little bit, the girl looks up at her mother and says: “But, then 

why is the groom wearing black?” 

• Shortly after tying the knot, a young married couple started arguing over who 

should make the coffee. Being a good Christian woman, the wife went to the 

scriptures for her answer. She said that the Bible specifically stated that men 

should be the ones to make the coffee. Puzzled, the husband asked her where in 

the Bible it said that. Very confidently, the wife opened up her Bible and said: “It’s 

right here—HEBREWS.” 

Next page 
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• Where was Solomon’s temple located? – On the side of his head. Duh!  

(By the way, I did warn you and said some are very corny!) 

• After having children, Adam and Eve started getting a lot of questions from their 

kids about why they no longer lived in Eden. Adam has a simple answer for this: 

“Your mother ate us out of house and home.” 

• During a Sunday school lesson, a child learned about how God created human 

beings. The child became especially focused when the teacher explained how Eve 

was created from Adam’s ribs. Later in the week, the boy’s mother saw him lying 

down on the floor, so she asked him what was wrong. His reply was priceless: 

“Mom, I have a pain in my side—I think I’m getting a wife.” 

• A Kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom as the children drew pictures. 

The teacher would occasionally walk around and see each child’s artwork. As she 

approached one little girl who was working especially hard, she asked what the 

drawing was. 

 

The little girl told her: “I’m drawing God!” 

 

“But sweety,” the teacher replied, “no one actually knows what God looks like.” 

Automatically, the little girl continued drawing and said: “well, they certainly will in 

a minute!” 

Pause and Smile– Cont’d 
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CONTACT US 

 

Pastor Mauri Smith 

Email: ebenezerpastorgc@gmail.com 

 

Terry Smith, Secretary 

Email: ebenezerpresbyterianchurchgc@gmail.com 

www.ebenezerpresbyterianchurchgc.com 
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9:30 am-12:30 pm 
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