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Thoughts from Pastor Mauri 

Next page 

It’s hard to believe that once again we’ve 
come to the end of another year and are 
ready to embark on a new one.  
Happy New Year everyone! I hope you had a 
blessed Christmas and a meaningful Advent 
journey.  
 
2018 was definitely an interesting year for all of us. 
Ebenezer Church found themselves looking for a new 
church secretary because of Heidi’s changing physical 
condition that caused her to step down. In the providence 
of God, He opened the door for my wife, Terry, to apply 
for and get offered the position. It is a perfect fit for 
everyone. 
 
But God wasn’t finished with His work here. Pastor Joe 
stepped down at the end of June which prompted your 
search for another Stated Supply Pastor. Lo and behold, 
your new church secretary’s husband happened to be a 
retired Presbyterian pastor. So some conversations 
ensued between myself and some of the church leaders 
about the position. As you already know, God opened 
another door of opportunity and brought us together as a 
pastor and people. For that, I am truly thankful. 
 
We have officially been connected since November 1. 
Since then, we finished 2018 with a flourish and a great 
spirit of excitement at what lies ahead for all of us. My 
prayer is that God continues to grant His healing to 
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Sermon Topics for January 

January 6 “Wise After All This Time”  Matthew 2:1-12  

January 13 “A Father’s Affirmation”            Matthew 3:13-17  

January 20 “An Interesting Wedding”       John 2:1-12  

January 27 “What’s My Niche?” I Corinthians 12:12-31a  

relationships, an ongoing hunger for spiritual growth and time in the Bible and in 
worship, and meaningful fellowship opportunities that will bring continued 
development of warm and personal relationships with one another. 
 
I look forward to ongoing personal visits in the new year that will allow us to get to 
know one another even more. I must admit that I am excited about what God has 
planned for us in 2019. I hope you are, too. 
 
                                                                 In His love, 
                                                                 Pastor Mauri 

Next Newsletter Deadline is January 20th. 

Winter Warmth: Join us for fellowship and refreshments at 10:30 am before worship 
each Sunday.   Please sign up on the bulletin board to provide Winter Warmth during 
January and February. Thank you. 
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Clerk’s Corner 
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Joys and Concerns 

• Remember our shut-ins: Eleanor Sigut, Betty Swarner & Helene Whitfield 

• Continued prayers for Artie Minor and Heidi Minor as they continue their cancer 
treatments. 

• Sally Ely’s mom who fell. 

• Joan Shawgo’s brother-in-law, complications following surgery 
• Our condolences to Lee & Charlotte McCoy for the death of their daughter Bonnie 

Catalfamo on Nov. 28; and to Helene Whitfield and Karen Ohler for the death of 
Ken Osborne (Helene’s son-in-law and Karen’s brother-in-law) 

• Contact information for Helen Hicks:  c/o Jane & Allan Heckman, 4721 Cumbrian 
Lake Dr., Kissimmee, FL 34746-6729.  Phone: 407-978-6069 

New Adult Sunday School Class to Begin 

On Sunday, January 6, Pastor Mauri will be 
teaching the Adult Class. The 6-week 
theme will be entitled “Six Steps to 
Reading Your Bible.”  

 
Most Christians would 
acknowledge that the 
Bible is indeed the sweet 

and satisfying Word of God, but somehow 
it doesn’t always feel that way. Too often, 
reading the Bible feels like our attempts to 
have regular exercise — a healthy chore 
we know we should fit in, but which is 
hard to manage in the midst of everything 
else, and ends up getting overlooked. 
 
Why is it like this? Is it a lack of 
motivation? Lack of discipline? Lack of 
knowing where to start? Lack of 
confidence? 

Whatever your current Bible reading 
habits (or lack of them), and whatever 
your level of knowledge and confidence, 
this study will help you make progress in 
getting into your Bible. The sessions will be 
a mix of video snippets, Bible study 
discussion, practical exercises, prayer and 
assignments. 
 
Why not start the new year with this study 
series and it will help you discover (or 
rediscover) the sweetness of feeding from 
God’s written word, and equip you to keep 
feeding from it for a lifetime. 
 
Please note that our meeting location for 
this series will be in the parlor, and not in 
the social hall. 
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Upcoming Events 

New Pew Bibles! 
 

The Session has given permission to 
purchase new pew Bibles for the sanctuary, 
in the ESV (English Standard Version).  As 
some of you may know, Pastor Mauri 
preaches from this version each Sunday. We 

can purchase these at the low cost of just $5 each.  The Session is 
offering you the opportunity to purchase one or more of the Bibles in 
‘Memory Of’ or ‘In Honor Of’ someone, or simply to the Glory of God.  
Some sample copies are available for you to look at on the table at the 
back of the Sanctuary. If you are interested in purchasing any, there is a 
sign-up list on the table. We hope to have them in place and dedicate 
them as soon as possible. 

January 27 
Congregational Meeting  
following morning worship.   
Lunch in the fellowship hall. 

 
Do you like to spend money to help 
others?  The Missions Committee is 
seeking volunteers to help guide the 
support of missions serving God’s 
people both locally and 
internationally.  If interested, see 
Cathy Donaldson,  
Missions Committee Chair 
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Grove City Food Bank & Helping Hands Food Donations for January: 
canned meats, mayo or Miracle Whip, peanut butter, jelly, oatmeal, 
spaghetti & sauce, facial tissues, bath tissue, deodorant, dish soap, 
bar soap and disposable razors.  (Items are given alternately each 

No Room at the Inn 
 

“And she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. 
She wrapped him in cloths and placed  

Him in the manger, because there was no 
room for them in the inn.”  — Luke 2: 7 

 
 

At this time of year when we are busy 
wrapping our gifts and decorating and 
entertaining, we tend to put aside the 
most important gift that we can receive. 
We see all the expensive gifts and 
decorations and busyness, but we 
overlook the simple life-changing gift that 
is priceless and free. 
 

When Christ came to us, He came as a 
defenseless infant, born of poor parents in 
very modest circumstances. We pay more 
attention to great fanfare events, celebrity 
appearances and royal weddings and 
births. We don’t take time to make room 
in our lives for the blessings that come 
disguised and wrapped in simple cloths. 
 
How full is your inn? Have you filled all 
your rooms with the things that break, 
rust, dent or spoil? How many of the gifts 
that you received last year do you 
remember? What would it take to refocus 
your attention on the eternal instead of 
the temporal? 

 
“Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. 

If anyone hears My voice and opens the 
door, I will come in and eat with him, and 

he with me.” — Rev. 3: 20 
 

Jesus is standing at your door. He is 
knocking. He is waiting for you to open 
your door to Him so that He can come in. 
He wants you to make room at your inn so 
that He can fill you with blessings, satisfy 
your hunger, and heal your broken places. 
 
Make room in your inn for the Prince of 
peace, the wonderful counsellor. He has 
been patient with us for a very long time. 
He is waiting for us to make a place for 
Him in our hearts and minds and lives. 
 
Make this the year that you receive the 
greatest gift that will not be forgotten. This 
gift is an ongoing gift. It is new every 
morning and never loses it’s value. It is 
free but it is also priceless. Receive the gift 
and the Giver. Spend an eternity 
celebrating with the One Who loves us 
enough to come to an inn that has no 
room. He knocks and patiently waits for us 
to open the door. He loves you. 
  — by Cathy Donaldson 
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1 c. oil 
½ t. garlic salt 
½ t. dill weed 
½ t. lemon pepper 
 
Mix the above together in small bowl. 
Place 16-20 oz. bag of pretzels in a 9 x 13 
pan.  
 
Pour the mixture over the pretzels and 
mix well. 

Bake at 200° for 30-45 minutes, stirring 
every 15 minutes.  Cool. 
 
(I continue to stir some when out of the 
oven, to get any of the mixture on the 
bottom of the pan mixed in the pretzels.) 
Enjoy! 
 
   — Connie Jewell 

From Shirley’s Kitchen 

Cream of Chicken & Noodles 
 
Put these in slow cooker: 
1 32oz. carton of chicken broth 
2 cans cream of chicken soup 
1 stick butter 
 
Add 2 large skinless cooked chicken 
breasts (cubed) 
Cook for 3 hours on high 
40 minutes before serving add 1 bag of 
noodles and continue to cook on high for 
40 minutes.  Serve & enjoy. 
 
Alternative:  
After the ingredients and chicken have 
cooked for 2 hours on high, thicken the 
sauce and continue to cook for 10 
minutes.  Serve over biscuits or mashed 
potatoes. 

Crock Pot Potato Soup 
 
1 bag diced hash browns potatoes 
1 32oz. carton of chicken broth 
1 can cream of chicken soup 
1/2 of 8oz. package of cream cheese 
3 oz. bacon bits 
1 c. shredded cheese 
Salt & Pepper to taste 
 
Place potatoes in the crock pot.  Add 
broth, soup, 1/2 of bacon bits, and salt 
and pepper. Cook on low for 8 hours. 
An hour before serving add cut up cream 
cheese, stir and top with shredded cheese 
and bacon bits. 
 
  
 

Seasoned Pretzels 
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CONTACT US 

 

Pastor Mauri Smith 

Email: ebenezerpastorgc@gmail.com 

 

Terry Smith, Secretary 

Email: ebenezerpresbyterianchurchgc@gmail.com 

www.ebenezerpresbyterianchurchgc.com 

 

Church Office Hours 

Tuesday & Thursday 

9:30 am-12:30 pm 

Phone: 814-786-7411 

Ebenezer Presbyterian Church 
2426 Scrubgrass Rd 
Grove City PA  16127 

3 of the Wonders in Heaven 
 
 The first wonder is that we shall see so 
many there, whom we did not expect to 
see.  
  
 The second is that we shall miss so many 
there, whom we did expect to see.  
 
 But the third wonder will be the greatest 
wonder of all--to see ourselves there!  


