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Spring Cleaning 
 
There is great value in reading through the Bible because we 
learn a lot about ourselves through the lives of others. My 
high school history teacher told me one sentence that has 
stuck with me, “History repeats itself!”   It does.  Through 
the stories of the Bible we see ourselves. The Bible is a 
mirror and we see ourselves reflected in its pages.  
 
Recently I was wandering through stories of 2 Chronicles— 
the story of kings from Solomon to the Babylonian captivity. 
One story stood out to me as I read it because I see it 
repeated today in our own context.  It is the story of young 
king Josiah. He came to the throne when he was 8 years old.  
The Scripture records that he did what was right in the sight 
of God and followed the example of David. When he was 16 
years old he decided it was time for the people of Judah to 
clean up their act. He began by destroying all the idols that 
had been allowed to proliferate throughout the land. Next 
he turned his sight on the Temple of God. This was that 
glorious temple that Solomon built.  Over the years it had 
fallen on hard times. The priests gave up ministry in the 
temple and instead started storing all kind of useless 
paraphernalia in the Temple.  After all, who would want to 
store all that ministry junk in their homes?   
 
What was amazing to me is after they collected an offering 
to clean up the temple, the priests and Levites began the 
process and one of them found a book. Yes, a book. It was 
the Book of the Law of Moses. Can you imagine that?  They 
found the Bible!  It was long forgotten and buried beneath 
piles of useless memorabilia.  
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The priest, Hilkiah, gave it to Shaphan, the 
king’s scribe, or court secretary.  The 
secretary brought it to the king and read it 
to the king.  King Josiah heard the words 
of God and tore his garments in grief and 
agony because he realized that for 300 
years they had not obeyed the word of 

the Lord. They had all 
the trappings of 
religiosity but forgot 
the main thing, the 
WORD OF GOD!  The 
king ordered all the 
priests, Levites and 
elders along with all 
the people to stand 
and listen as he read 
to them the book of 

the Law of God.  The people wept, the 
leaders bowed their heads in shame, the 
priests repented. That began a revival. The 
Temple of God was restored to its former 
glory and the Passover was again 
instituted as God had ordered. The people 
rejoiced and were blessed. 
 
So, what is the moral for us today?  Here it 
is, “Good things happen when you clean 
up the house of God and return to the 
Word of God.”  As I began to explore 
Ebenezer Presbyterian Church building 
and grounds I rejoiced to see immaculate 
grounds and a well kept exterior and an 
attractive sanctuary.  But when I explored 
the rooms I found every classroom but 
one was piled high with storage stuff; 

mountains of well used, worn out, 
obsolete, once sacred things that are no 
longer used.  Sunday School classrooms 
were no longer being used for the 
purpose for which they were created. 
They were storage rooms.  
 
I didn’t rip my clothes off as King Josiah 
did, but my heart was grieved. The church 
has a rich and wonderfully blessed history 
of effective ministries. I saw pictures of 
year-by-year Vacation Bible School 
attendees, more than ninety children, 
smiling and praising God. I thought about 
the potential this church still has and 
wondered what can be done to renew the 
ministry of this church to children and 
young families.   
 
The answer seemed to shout out from 
Josiah’s story; let’s begin by cleaning up 
the house of God.  Then I remembered 
that Jesus did the same thing, twice, once 
at the beginning of his ministry and once 
at the end.  He cleansed the Temple.  It is 
God’s desire to keep the main thing the 
MAIN THING. The house of God is not a 
museum to display our past nor is it a 
storage facility to cling to the past.   
 
We have begun the long process of 
cleaning up the house of God at Ebenezer. 
Many things need to be thrown out, other 
things might be useful to individuals, or to 
new churches just starting out. But much 
of it is just old and worn out and needs to 
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be discarded. We want to encourage you 
to help us BRING BACK THE KING by 

clearing the house of 
God of clutter and 
setting it apart for a 
new day of ministry 
to the next 

generations.  I believe God is not finished 
with Ebenezer Presbyterian Church and 
the future He has for us is better than our 
past.  Jeremiah 29:11 says, 
 

“I know the plans I have for you, 
plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a (bright) 
future.” 

 
Would you pray with me that God would 
renew us in the midst of the years and 
give us a future that is even better than 
our rich past?  It begins with spring 
cleaning and preparing our church 
facilities for a new day, a new generation, 
and new ministries.  In Philippians 3:13-14 
the Apostle Paul expressed his purpose 
this way,  
 
“One thing I do: Forgetting what is behind 

and straining toward what is ahead,  
 press on toward 

the goal to win the prize for which God 
has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” 
 

May we do the same. 
 
Pastor Dick 

 

 
 

 
Mother’s Love 

 
Of all the special joys in life, 

 
The big ones and the small, 

 
A mother’s love and tenderness 

 
Is the greatest of them all. 

 
~ Anon.  

Joys and Concerns 

• Dick Bicehouse, Tom Clyde, 
Penny Coulson, Helen Hicks, 
Will Hoffman, Shirley Jenkins, 
Evelyn &  David Jones, Artie 
Minor, Lee McCoy, Willard 
Morse, Denny Root.   

• Remember our shut-in:  
Eleanor Sigut 
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Clerk’s Corner—Session Report from April, 2021 

Financials Report 
 

Beginning Balance as of March 1, 2021  $31,167.20 
Total Balance plus Receipts ..................  $34,199.70  
Less Expenses .......................................  $  5,134.00 
Balance March 3-31-21 ........................  $29,065.70 
Available Undesignated Funds for use .  $14,736.65 
Trustee Fund.........................................  $10,608.83 
Sunday School - Good News Class ........  $     369.49 

 
Highlights 
 

Affirmed Nomination Committee composition for 2021 – Paul Bengs, Connie 
Jewell, Lonnie Ohler, Pat Bicehouse (see posted list) 

Approved Fellowship Committee additions – Nancy Hoffman and Marcie Treese 
(see posted list) 

Approved Offerings to be continued on April 18 when pastor returns. The Worship 
Committee to be organizing ushers for offerings.  

Reaffirmed the COVID-19 policy of non-use of building other than worship until 
August when the session will revisit the matter.  

Affirmed the continuing use of Our Daily Bread for 2021 
 

        Jean Walter,  Clerk 
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Read Rev 2:1-3:22 

 
 To him who overcomes: 
Rev 2:7 I will give the right to eat from the  tree of life, 
Rev 2:11  Will not be hurt at all by the second death. 
Rev 2:17  I will give the hidden manna,...a white stone with a new name written on 
 it. 
Rev 2:26  And does my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations. 
Rev 3:5  Like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot his name from the book 
 of life, but will acknowledge his name before my Father and His angels. 
Rev 3:12  I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. 
Rev 3:21  I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and 
 sat down with my Father on His throne. 
 
God has not promised us a life of ease and comfort.  He has promised us 
everything we need to persevere and be victorious in a world that watches 
everything we do and waits for us to fail.  The world does not understand that our 
God wants us to excel in the challenges He puts in front of us.  He guides and 
sustains us. He places before us choices every day. 

God sent His Son to be a stumbling block, a light and a lamp. We are to follow the 
path that He has set before us despite the twists and turns.  We will climb 
mountains and descend into deep valleys.  We will lose sight of our path at times 
and see clearly at other times, but we will always know that our destination is 
eternal and beyond our best, most exalted dreams.   

Christ has walked this path before us.  He knows and has experienced all that we 
have or ever will experience.  He has told us that there is nothing new under the 
sun but what man has survived before us.  He has promised that He will not let us 
suffer more than what we can bear. He will never leave us or forsake us.  He 
resides deep within our hearts and minds and spirit. 

Prov 3:5,6 tells us to trust in the Lord and don't trust in our own 
understanding.  Trust in His omnipotent ways and He will lead you home to His 
throne room in the new heaven with streets of gold and gates of pearl. 

Devotion 
by Cathy Donaldson 
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Sundays 

 

11:00 a.m. Worship Service 

 

Rev. Dick LaFountain 
 

 

CONTACT US 

 

Email: ebenezerpresbyterianchurchGC@gmail.com 

Web: www.ebenezerpresbyterianchurchGC.com 

Facebook:  Ebenezer Presbyterian Church GC 

Pastor Email: pastordicklaf@gmail.com 
 

Church Phone: 814-786-7411 

Ebenezer Presbyterian Church 
2426 Scrubgrass Rd 
Grove City PA  16127 

We support the Grove City Food Bank 

& Helping Hands Food Donations.  

 

For May (we alternate the 
recipient each month):  Peanut 
butter, jelly, oatmeal, spaghetti & 
sauce, canned vegetables, cooking 
oil, Jell-O, bar soap, household 
cleaners, adult/kids’ toothbrushes 
& toothpaste, bathroom tissue 


