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Thoughts from Pastor Mauri 

As most of you know, for the past few weeks I have been 
asking for your prayers for our leaders in Washington and 
the state of our nation. It is to the point that it’s hard to 
even turn on the news or read the paper anymore. Even on 
the internet, this discord is found everywhere you turn. 
 

Recently, Brian and Connie Jewell 
pointed out a YouTube video that was a 
recording of Paul Harvey back in 1965 
(recently updated in the mid 90’s). It 
was truly prophetic about what we see 

going on today, and where the roots of the discord can be 
found. I’d like to reprint it for you here, and see if you don’t 
agree.  
 
“If I were the devil, if I were the prince of darkness, I’d 
want to engulf the whole world in darkness, but I wouldn’t 
be happy until I had seized the ripest apple on the tree; 
thee.  So I’d set about however necessary to take over the 
United States. I’d subvert the churches first. I’d begin with 
a campaign of whispers. With the wisdom of a serpent, I 
would whisper to you as I whispered to Eve, “Do as you 
please.” To the young, I would whisper that the Bible is a 
myth. I would convince them that man created God instead 
of the other way around. I would confide that what is bad is 
good, and what is good is ‘square.’ 
 
“And the old I would teach to pray after me, ‘Our Father, 
which art in Washington.’ And then, I’d get organized. I’d 
educate authors in how to make lurid literature exciting so 
that anything else would appear dull and 
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uninteresting. I’d threaten TV with dirtier 
movies and vice versa. I’d peddle narcotics 
to whom I could. I’d sell alcohol to ladies 
and gentlemen of distinction. I’d 
tranquilize the rest with pills. 
 
“If I were the devil, I’d soon have families 
at war with themselves, churches at war 
with themselves, and nations at war with 
themselves, until each in its turn was 
consumed.  And with promises of higher 
ratings, I’d have mesmerizing media 
fanning the flames. If I were the devil, I 
would encourage schools to refine young 
intellects, but to neglect to discipline 
emotions. Just let those run wild until 
before you knew it, you’d have to have 
drug sniffing dogs and metal detectors at 
every school house door. Within a decade, 
I’d have prisons overflowing. I’d have 
judges promoting pornography. 
 
“Soon, I could evict God from the 
courthouse and then from the school 
house, and then from the houses of 
Congress. And in His own churches, I 

would substitute psychology for religion 
and deify science. I would lure priests and 
pastors into misusing boys and girls and 
church money. If I were the devil, I’d make 
the symbol of Easter an egg and the 
symbol for Christmas a bottle. 
 
“If I were the devil, I would take from 
those who have and I would give to those 
who wanted, until I had killed the 
incentive of the ambitious. And what will 
you bet I couldn’t get whole states to 
promote gambling as the way to get rich. I 
would caution against extremes in hard 
work, in patriotism, in moral conduct. I 
would convince the young that your 
marriage is old fashioned, that swinging is 
more fun, that what you see on TV is the 
way to be.  And thus I could undress you in 
public, and I could lure you into bed with 
diseases for which there is no cure. 
 
“In other words, if I were the devil, I’d just 
keep on doing what he’s doing.” 
 
             Pastor Mauri 

Sermon Topics for November  

Nov. 3 “Making Sense of the News” Habakkuk 1: 1-4; 2: 1-4  

Nov. 10 “How Do I Praise God?”       Psalm 145: 1-5, 17-21  

Nov. 17 “Does God Care?”          Luke 21: 5-19  

Nov. 24 “A Thanksgiving Day List” Psalm 100  
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Clerk’s Corner-Highlights from the October 14 Session Meeting 

Next Newsletter Deadline is November 17. 
If anyone is willing to receive an emailed version of the newsletter, and discontinue the 
printed version, please let Terry know.  The emailed version is a PDF, which you can 
then printed out. 

Submitted by: Connie Jewell 
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Upcoming Events 

Joys and Concerns 
• Pat Bicehouse, Gay Griffin, Vance Griffin, Shirley Jenkins, Artie Minor, Denny 

Root, Noel Ryan, Norm Straub, Jean Walter 
• Remember our shut-ins: Eleanor Sigut, Betty Swarner & Helene Whitfield 

Deacons News: We are asking that the window decorations be 
put up any time after church on Sunday, October 27, but no later 
than Saturday, November 2.  (Sign-up sheet on the bulletin 
board.) We are also asking that the decorations be taken down 
any time after church on Sunday, November 24, but no later than 
Thursday, November 28, Any questions, see Lisa Staph, Deacon. 

 
Table Talks & Catered Lunches continue on Thursdays at 11am, Nov. 7, 14 & 21. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Nov. 24-28, Take down sanctuary decorations following the worship service. 
 

 
Friday, Nov. 29, 1pm: Hanging of the Greens.  All are welcome to come 
help decorate our sanctuary for our Christmas Celebration.  
 

 

Sunday, Nov. 24, 
Thanksgiving Dinner 

 
Be sure to sign up for 
the Thanksgiving 
Dinner, which follows 
the Nov. 24 worship service.  Turkey, 
stuffing and beverage will be provided.  
Please bring a vegetable/salad dish AND a 
dessert to share.  We always have good 
food and a nice array to choose from.  

Congregational 

Meeting 

Following November 10 
worship.  The Nominating 
Committee will present 
the slate of new officers. 
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Photo Directories are Done 
Please pick up your copy of the directory in the church office, if you are not here for the 
next few Sundays.  And, consider giving a donation to help defray the cost of paper and 
binding. Thank you. 

From Karen Ohler’s Kitchen 

Sugar Cookies 
2 stick butter 
1 c sugar 
2 eggs 
½ tsp vanilla 
1 tsp baking powder 
1 tsp baking soda 
3 c flour 
2 tblsp buttermilk 
 
Grease cookie sheet 
Low oven 325° 
Bake 8-10 mins, just until edges are brown. 
Do not overbake. 
 

Buttercream Frosting 
1 lb Domino confection sugar 
½ c butter 
1 tsp vanilla 
3 tblsp milk 

Grove City Food Bank & Helping 
Hands Food Donations for 
November (we alternate the 
recipient each month):  brown 
sugar, canned pineapple, instant 
potatoes, tea bags, hot cocoa mix, 
stuffing, sauerkraut, peanut butter 
jelly, oatmeal, spaghetti & sauce, 
bar soap, facial tissue, deodorant. 

Volunteers for Greeters & Autumn Warmth 
are needed .  It’s always nice to receive a 
warm welcome when you arrive at church.  
Be a part of greeting newcomers as well as 
our members and friends.  You can help pre-
pare some goodies for our 10:30am fellow-
ship time as well.  Sign-up and see Connie 
Jewell if you have any questions. 
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The life that is given up to God in true devotion, need fear nothing. We may have our 
sorrows, our disappointments, our losses, but all of our life is in the hands of God--and 
no real harm can come to us. In all the events and experiences of our most difficult 
days--God is developing our graces and character! 
 
Very beautiful is the figure of the loom. God is the Weaver. He has before Him the 
pattern into which He would fashion our lives. Some threads are white, some are dark--
but the great Weaver will blend them so that the finished work will be beautiful   
         — J.R. Miller 
 

The Weaver!  

(Author unknown) 
 

My life is but a weaving 
Between my God and me. 
I cannot choose the colors 

He weaveth steadily. 
 

Ofttimes He weaveth sorrow; 
And I in foolish pride, 

Forget He sees the upper 
And I the under-side. 

 
Not til the loom is silent 

And the shuttles cease to fly, 
Will God unroll the canvas 

And reveal the reason why. 
 

The dark threads are as needful 
In the weaver's skillful hand, 

As the threads of gold and silver 
In the pattern He has planned. 

 
He knows, He loves, He cares; 

Nothing this truth can dim. 
He gives the very best to those 
Who leave the choice to Him. 

https://www.gracegems.org/Miller/SERMONS.htm
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CONTACT US 

 

Pastor Mauri Smith 

Email: ebenezerpastorgc@gmail.com 

 

Terry Smith, Secretary 

Email: ebenezerpresbyterianchurchgc@gmail.com 

www.ebenezerpresbyterianchurchgc.com 

 

Church Office Hours 

Thursdays 

9:30 am-12:30 pm 

Phone: 814-786-7411 

Ebenezer Presbyterian Church 
2426 Scrubgrass Rd 
Grove City PA  16127 


